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July 23-24 
September 17-18 
November 12-13 

Build leadership and organizing  
skills to strengthen your ability  

to shape our community. 
  

Featured facilitators: 
Avel Gordly 

Cynthia Gomez 
Nancy Haque 

Walidah Imarisha 
Amara Perez 
Maria Rubio 

 

Shape Your Community’s Future 
 

Social Justice &  

Civic Leadership Training  



The Urban League of Portland would like to invite you to our 2010 Social Justice 
and Civic Leadership Training program. This free program is designed for African 
Americans and others who want to become more active and effective leaders at 
the local and state level.  
 
The Social Justice & Civic Leadership Training is designed to enhance and focus 
your critical lens on social issues to strengthen your skills to create the change 
you want to see. You will build your  capacity to advocate for policy change, social 
justice and increase our community’s ability to influence decision-making, whether 
it be in your neighborhood, city, county or state. 
 
The Social Justice & Civic Leadership program engages young people in school 
and throughout our community to take part in this training series.  
 

Trainings and Workshops  
 
There are three 8-hour sessions. Each session will begin on Friday  from 6-8 pm 
and conclude Saturday, from 10 am to 4 pm.  We encourage participants to 
attend all sessions.  

Avel Louise Gordly  
Ms. Gordly is a 
former State 
Legislator serving 
from 1991-2008 in 
both the Oregon 
House of Rep. and 
state Senate.  She is 
currently a professor 
in the Black Studies 
Department at PSU. 

Cynthia Gomez 
As Chicano/Latino 
Studies faculty, 
Cynthia teaches 
community-based 
learning courses 
at Portland State 
University  

The Diversity and Civic Leadership project is funded by the Office of Neighborhood Involvement to help 
people gain skills to become more engaged in decision-making in the City of Portland. Thanks to 
Commissioner Amanda Fritz  and ONI for their continued support. 

From Passion to Action  

Walidah Imarisha 
Walidah is a poet, 
activist, educator 
and independent 
journalist.  She is  a 
Trainer and 
Organizer at Western 
States Center.   

TRAINERS: 

Nancy Haque 
Nancy is the director 
for Western States 
Centerôs Building 
Political Power 
program.  She has 
been an activist 
since high school, 
fighting for workersô 
rights and economic 
justice at home and 
around the world.   

“Until the great masses of people 

shall be filled with a sense of respon-

sibility for each otherõs welfare, social 

justice can never be attained.ó  

–Helen Keller 

WORKSHOPS 
  
Building Movements to Win! July 23 -24 
Do you see social injustice and wonder what you can do about it? We can build a 
powerful movement for social change. In 2010 lets get organized to Win on our 
issues. Learn how collective action has changed history, challenged discrimination, 
and has the capacity to make our community a better place to live.   
 

Location:   
Center for Intercultural Organizing 

700 N Killingsworth 
Portland OR, 97217 

 
Advancing an Equity Agenda for People of Color, September 17 -18 
African American and people of color face deep disparities in housing, jobs, health 
care and criminal justice. Equity means creating communities of opportunity and 
resources to eliminate disparity. How can we advance an equity agenda in policies 
for people of color?  
 

Location: 
SEI Family Services, OAME Building 
4134 North Vancouver Ave, Suite 202 

Portland, OR 97217 
 
Pathways to Power: Aspiring to Elected Office, November 12 -13 
People of Color are extremely under-represented in the city, county, state, and 
school boards. What does it take to run for office and win? One of Oregon’s 
foremost political leaders is helping to groom the next generation of elected leaders. 
Former Oregon  Legislator (State Representative and Senator) Avel Gordly is 
currently a Professor at Portland State University in the Black Studies Department 
will lead you through the best strategies to elected office.  

 
Location: 

Legacy Emanuel Hospital 
Lorenzen Room 1702  

2801 North Gantenbein Avenue 
Portland, OR 97227 

 

2009 Social Justice and Civic Leadership Class 


